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Dear Friends, 

I am pleased to report that tremendous progress has been made on Colburn’s campus 
expansion since our last issue. The iconic Pink Kandi walls and gleaming glass 
enclosures have given the project shape, and I wish Frank could be here to see it. 

We were all saddened by the passing of Frank Gehry late last year, and I am 
honored to dedicate the spring edition of this newsletter to his life and legacy. 
It has been a profound privilege to work closely with Frank and to witness his 
brilliant, bold vision for Colburn and Los Angeles. The building is an architectural 
marvel with immense potential for increasing access to the performing arts 
for artists and audiences of all ages. Frank, a true advocate for the arts and 
young people, designed spaces to broaden the learning and performance 
opportunities for students and the wider community: a 1,000-seat concert 
hall in the round rated for the finest recordings; a dance center with a studio 
theater and four state-of-the-art studios outfitted with cutting-edge technology; 
and urban gardens for gathering, contemplation, and celebration. We look 
forward to bringing these spaces to life with music and dance next year. 

Earlier this spring, we concluded the final concrete pours for concert hall seating 
tiers and balconies, and glazing installation began on the dance center and 
lobbies. With steel hangers in place and scaffolding secured, installation also is 
well underway for the 20-cloud acoustical ceiling sculpture of Terri and Jerry Kohl 
Hall, sure to be regarded as one of Frank’s masterpieces. Before installation of this 
and so many other elements of our project, the project team created performance 
replicas at a nearby warehouse to gauge safety, functionality, and resiliency. Each 
joint, surface, and structural element—built at scale—was put through rigorous 
testing and had to reach the approval of not only McCarthy Building Companies’ 
own standards, but Gehry Partners’ and ownership’s standards as well. 

As we plan for our grand opening in fall 2027, we are pleased to see the high quality of 
work being achieved on this project, and we are committed to completing the Building 
Our Future campaign to see Frank’s vision executed with excellence. There are still 
many meaningful ways to be part of this project’s legacy, and we hope you will join us.

All the best,
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Sean Rourke 
Harry B. Suh

To learn more about being a part of the Colburn School’s transformation, 
please contact Amy Bryan at abryan@colburnschool.edu.  
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When the opportunity presented to realize Richard D. Colburn’s founding vision for a full-sized concert hall 

and educational space to serve our future students and growing community, one architect rose to the top of 

Colburn’s list. Frank Gehry possessed deep passion for classical music, commitment to Downtown Los Angeles, 

and unique understanding of architecture as a portal to cultural experience and human understanding. His 

extensive experience and love of architecture for acoustics positioned the Gehry Partners team as the creatives 

who could achieve the next level of Colburn’s mission. With nearly a decade of involvement with Colburn, Frank 

understood our particular needs to nurture educational excellence as well as build bridges to the performing 

arts for students from all ages and backgrounds. His iterations of design for the Colburn campus expansion 

reflect innovation and beauty akin to our neighboring Walt Disney Concert Hall as well as the Boulez Saal 

in Berlin, tempered with sensibility and restraint for a budget and urban site with our particular needs.

 

Frank’s legacy lives on in so many transformational projects around Los Angeles and the world—and now especially 

here at the Colburn School. At the end of September, he visited our construction site with Esa-Pekka Salonen 

and was so pleased to see the progress and potential of our project. We are profoundly grateful that he was able 

to witness the impact of his transformational contribution to Colburn firsthand, with his dear friend by his side. 

Bringing this concert hall and education center to life—complete with his signature floating balcony and sculptural 

cloud acoustical panels—will be a privilege to achieve as one of his final projects and creative gifts to Los Angeles.

To learn more about the legacy of Gehry Partners and the future of their projects, visit www.foga.com.

EXTERIOR:  Windows, Panels, Roofing

This mock-up brings together all the exterior 

glazing, metal panels, and roofing systems 

of the building enclosure for aesthetic and 

technical review. In addition to establishing 

the quality standards, the mock-up allows 

for exterior wall testing to confirm the 

installation is properly waterproofed. The 

results of this test allow the contractor 

team to improve the quality of the 

installation in the permanent building.

The past months have seen immense progress on our site and also on 

our testing facility. There, every critical building process is modeled and 

tested to ensure Frank Gehry’s vision and innovation is executed to the 

Gehry standard of excellence. Here are a few of the current mock-ups:

CLOUDS:  Construction and Installation 

This mockup demonstrates how the 

contractor team will manufacture and install 

the sculptural acoustic ceiling panels, 

referred to as the “clouds,” in Terri and 

Jerry Kohl Hall. The panels are built with 

a painted steel skin and frame fabricated 

in the Netherlands. Each cloud has three 

to five panels and is filled with concrete 

after installation to achieve the acoustic 

mass for this critical design feature. The 

cloud is finished with a thin coat of textured 

plaster required by Nagata Acoustics to 

diffuse specific sound waves. The mockup 

also replicates the installation process, 

allowing the team to refine the sequence of 

the installation and model the placement 

of the clouds in the hall.

On October 13, 2025, Founders Circle members 

were invited behind-the-scenes to view the 

performance mock-ups and meet members 

of the design and construction teams. To join 

future Founders Circle events, we invite you to 

explore membership at www.colburncenter.org.

SEATING TIERS:  Refining Finishes

This mock-up demonstrates the high level 

of precision required for the concert hall’s 

concrete work at the floors and stairs of 

the main concert hall seating area. The 

concrete must maintain a refined finish along 

the curved seating tiers and includes the 

illuminated stair railings and wood paneling 

finishes. This mock-up also includes a section 

of the wood flooring at the orchestra pit lift 

and an example of the removable railing and

temporary stairs that will be used 

when the loose seating is employed 

in front of the performers.

FLOATING BALCONY:  Acoustic Transparency

This mock-up focuses on the concert hall’s floating balcony, a major 

structural and acoustic challenge. The balcony is designed as a large 

trussed bridge, with a curved shape that spans the entire room. The 

acoustician required the balcony finishes and the structural design 

to be acoustically transparent, allowing sound to travel through the 

balcony shape. The mockup enables the design team to review the 

acoustic finishes, railings, theatrical lighting rails, and precision

millwork, which clad the structural steel with tight clearances.
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Honoring Frank Gehry: 
Access & Excellence at Colburn Performance Testing

1 Frank Gehry with the interior model of Terri and Jerry Kohl Hall.  2 Colburn School Board Chair Andrew Millstein, Frank Gehry, Carol Colburn Grigor, Michael Tilson Thomas, and Sel Kardan at 2018 Celebrate Colburn Gala.  3 Frank Gehry and Edythe Broad.  4 Frank Gehry with Tom and Judy Beckmen.  5 Sel Kardan in conversation with Frank Gehry at the Colburn campus expansion press event.  
6 Stéphane Denève, Frank Gehry, James Conlon, and Andrew Millstein at 2023 Celebrate Colburn Gala.  7 Craig Webb, Carol Colburn Grigor, and Frank Gehry looking at project model at Gehry Partners.  8 Frank Gehry and Carol Colburn Grigor.  9 Esa-Pekka Salonen, Frank Gehry, and Sel Kardan at the world premiere performance of Salonen’s FOG at Zipper Hall.  10 Jerry and Kathleen Eberhardt with Frank 
Gehry.  11 Sel Kardan and Frank Gehry at his 90th birthday celebration concert.  12 Colburn Board members Jennifer Diener and Diane Naegele with Frank Gehry.  13 Terri and Jerry Kohl with violinist and pianist Ray Ushikubo and pianist Jean-Yves Thibaudet on a hard hat tour.  14 Terri and Jerry Kohl with the Pink Kandi exterior mock-up.  15 Craig Webb, Esa-Pekka Salonen, and Frank Gehry touring the site.  
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PROJECT METRICS

13,500
cubic yards

26,000
cubic yards

3.34 million lbs 3.95 million lbs

279,500+ 
hours

72 drilled piers
20 acoustical 
clouds

of concrete have been 
placed (would fill over 
four Olympic-size 
swimming pools).

of dirt excavated (would 
fill more than half the 
auditorium of Walt 
Disney Concert Hall)

of steel in over 2,500 
individual pieces

of rebar (equivalent 
to the weight of five 
747-100 airplanes)

of work contributed to 
date by hundreds of 
skilled workers across 
many different trades 

with depths ranging 
from 25 to 152 feet

with each cloud containing 
30–50 individual plates 
welded together and 
finished with sound 
specific coating

as of May 2026

Located in the Grand Avenue Cultural District 
of Downtown Los Angeles, the Colburn School 
provides the highest quality music and dance 
education to 2,000 students in a typical year. 
Robust scholarship support for students levels 
the playing field in arts education. The School’s 
founding principle of “access to excellence” 
provides a performance-centered education 
with unparalleled faculty and facilities for all 
stages of development. This commitment is also 
evidenced by Colburn’s rich history of providing 
audience access to excellent musical and dance 
performances, 85% of which are free and open to 
the 30,000+ audience members yearly. 

For information about our upcoming events and 
performances, both free and ticketed, visit our 
season calendar: colburnschool.edu/calendar

200 South Grand Avenue
Los Angeles, California 90012
colburnschool.edu

THE COLBURN EXPERIENCE

ANNUAL ARTIST ACCESS

350 
Performances by Colburn 
students & faculty

180 
Performances by 
guest artists

ANNUAL AUDIENCE ACCESS

333 
Free performances

46 
Paid performances

NAME YOUR SEAT!

LEARN MORE

For information about seat naming, and 
to view current seat maps and availability, 
visit colburncenter.org/seat.

Donors of all levels can participate in the campaign by 
naming a seat in commemoration of yourself, faculty, 
family, or friends. Dedicate seats in all four Colburn 
venues   Zipper Hall and Thayer Hall, plus the two 
future venues of Terri and Jerry Kohl Hall as well as 
the Dance Studio Theater.


